
Letter from petitioner, Mark Carter 
 

Re: Petition PE1715 on Closed-Containment for Salmon Farms in Scotland 
 

The Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 
Wednesday 27 November. About 11.30am 

  
Dear Members of the REC Committee, 
 
Thank you in advance for taking the time to view the Marine Concern petition. 
 
I would like to start with a comment that I was unaware of the four submissions to this 
petition until shortly before the Petitions hearing, also unaware of having the opportunity to 
respond to the four submissions on file before the public petitions hearing. I have raised my 
concerns to the relevant departments but it appears that their email had been lost in cyber-
space. 
 
Submissions PE1715 A to C are fairly in agreement and in line with the closed containment 
petition. The industries submission PE1715-D is what I would have expected from this 
industry, that said I would also have expected substantiated evidence to back up their 
claims, there are NONE, not one! And I think that speaks volumes to those interested in 
listening. Given time I would be more than willing to counter their false claims, better still, 
information that counters their rejection of closed containment is feely and accessible on 
the web and I would like to encourage members to check for themselves. 
 
I am concerned with the ‘paper-bluster’ that appears to accompany a lot of so called 
‘protection’ in the marine environment. Scotland is a World leader in ‘Paper-Parks’ and that 
is not anything to be proud about. It may convince members of the general public but any 
unbiased people with a little knowledge, understand and see it for what it is, little better 
than a cover-up. 
 
My bias is that I have been very fortunate to have seen the animals and sights from four of 
the worlds five oceans, I have worked professionally and voluntarily within the marine 
environment for most of my life. I have a degree in Marine Science and I just want my 
grandchildren and their kids to see some of the wonderful spectacles that I have seen and 
photographed.   
 
I have worked alongside the aquaculture industry; I have lived in both island and rural 
locations on the west coast of Scotland so I fully understand the importance of the industry 
to local people and Scotland as a whole. 
 
However, with my background I am very aware that under the current system we are 
heading to a catastrophic event, more so now with the intended doubling of this industry 
with little alteration in current production methods. This government have been 
unwilling/unable to supply a definition to the word ‘sustainable’ so how can anyone believe 
what the government states, and at present this salmonid industry is unsustainable using 
the Brundtland Report definition:- 



"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 

 
 
I would welcome the chance to talk to you and explain many of the issues and concerns 
listed, as well as answer questions. I would welcome the chance to put right some of the 
misconceptions, even Gail Ross MSP at the petitions hearing wrongly suggested that my 
idea is land based. It can be but it is also water based. 
 
The Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation have slated my submission, it would be naivety 
in the extreme to take their case as fact without checking, without substantiating their 
counter claims. This is an industry hell-bent on the bottom line, - profits, profits, profits! The 
Scandinavian countries do not allow them the effective ‘free-reign’ as they receive in 
Scotland, the SSPO say, not one collapse, please check Chile during the past 20 years. 
 
Scotland is following Chile’s past and this is your watch. How are you going to explain while 
reading a book to your grandchildren, - titled, “Fish, something that Used to Swim in the 
Sea”? That scenario may not be that far away, climate change and biodiversity loss cannot 
be seen as separate items rather two twigs on the same branch, or two stipes on the same 
holdfast, aquaculture is simply another branch, another stipe. 
 
The ECCLR and REC Committee’s have done fantastic work in their reporting and findings 
following the SAMS Report. I don’t know how you carry on seeing so little change but this is 
one way to make a difference, closed-containment. The industry will never alter course 
without encouragement, without incentive, if not now, it may be too late. 
 
Please look properly into closed containment, it is the industry that says it is unviable, is it 
really? Once this method is mass produced the costs will plummet and Scotland can once 
again be world leaders, innovators!  
 
Due to my disability I will not be with you in Holyrood unless requested but as with the 
petition hearing I will be watching of your TV service. Thank you for listening.  
 


